CHAPTER  XII
1840—1843
f' Vautrin "—La Revue Parisienne—Societe des Gens-de-Lettres— Balzac leaves Les Jardies., and goes to the Rue Basse, Passy— Death of M. de Hanski—"Les Ressources de Quinola"—"La Comedie Humaine"—Balzac goes to St. Petersburg to meet Madame Hanska—Her reasons for deferring the marriage.
THE sad fate of " L'Ecole des Menages" did not long discourage Balzac. At the beginning of 1840 he made an engagement to provide Harel, the speculative manager of the Theatre Porte-St-Martin, with a drama. The play was accepted before it was written; and in order to be near the theatre Balzac established himself in the fifth floor of the house of Buisson, his tailor, at the corner of the Rue Richelieu. His proceedings were, as usual, eccentric. One day Gautier, who tells the story, was summoned in a great hurry, and found his friend clad in his monk's habit, walking up and down his elegant attic, and shivering with impatience.
" ' Here is The'o at last,' he cried, when he saw me. < You idler ! dawdle 1 sloth ! gee up, do make haste! you ought to have been here an hour ago! To-morrow I am going to read to Harel a grand drama in five acts.'
249Balzac considered it his duty, after presenting himself as candidate for the Academic and paying many of the prescribed visits, to retire in favour of Victor Hugo. As early as 1833 he had aspired to become some day " un des Quarante," and he then said half jokingly to his sister: " When I shall
